
LIGHT IS SYNONYMOUS WITH HOPE, INSPIRATION, AND BRILLIANCE. WHETHER IT IS 

NATURAL LIGHT THROUGH WINDOWS OR DECORATIVE LIGHTING INSIDE OUR HOMES, 

WE GET MORE THINGS DONE WITH PROPER LIGHTING. WESTERN HOME JOURNAL IS 

PROUD TO FEATURE THREE ILLUMINATION EXPERTS WHOSE WORK WILL HELP YOU 

SEE LIGHTING DIFFERENTLY: HAMMERTON  |  ELUME DISTINCTIVE LIGHTING  |  SOLUS

SALT LAKE CITY-BASED HAMMERTON EMPLOYS A TEAM OF 70 ARTISANS WHO CRE-

ATE EXQUISITE CUSTOM LIGHTING PIECES UNIQUELY SUITED FOR THE SPECIAL CHAR-

ACTERISTICS OF PARK CITY HOMES. THEY OPERATE ONE OF THE LARGEST METAL 

AND GLASSBLOWING STUDIOS IN THE COUNTRY AND INVITE LOCAL CUSTOMERS TO 

VISIT. THE TEAM AT PARK CITY-BASED ELUME DISTINCTIVE LIGHTING SELLS HAMMER-

TON, AS WELL AS OTHER BRANDS THAT ELEVATE A HOME’S INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

LIGHTING TO AN ART FORM. FINALLY, PARK CITY-BASED SOLUS USES SMART LIGHTING 

AND MOTORIZED SHADES TO PROGRAM SCENES FOR THE ULTIMATE MOOD LIGHTING.

SEEKING   BRILLIANCES 
by  CASSIDY  MANTOR



When it comes to decorative lighting, Park City’s distinctive ar-
chitecture poses a number of challenges. High ceilings, oversized 
spaces, and open floor plans in these homes require boldly scaled 
fixtures that accommodate unusual spatial and mounting consid-
erations. In addition, the frequent use of natural materials such as 
reclaimed woods and hand-hewn stone yearn for distinctive light-
ing that’s a cut well above the standard acrylic drum.

Hammerton, a Salt Lake City-based decorative lighting manufac-
turer, is intimately familiar with the Park City aesthetic. Established 
in 1995, the company initially grew in lockstep with the explosive 
development of luxury ski resort communities across the Inter-
mountain West. Co-founder Levi Wilson, an artist and metalworker 
by trade, astutely identified the local market’s desire for beautifully 
handcrafted, nature-inspired steel fixtures that brought the out-
doors inside and elevated lighting to a sculptural art form. 

Levi’s original Log & Timber chandeliers, showcasing tree boughs, 
pine cones, acorns, elk heads, and landscape silhouettes, all metic-
ulously crafted in hand-sculpted steel, were the hallmark of luxury 
lighting in the Mountain West well into the 2000s. 

Today, Hammerton employs 125 people at their 50,000-square-foot 
Salt Lake City facility, including over 90 artisans in metal, glass, paint, 
and assembly shops. The company’s production processes combine 
time-honored craftsmanship with modern manufacturing methods. In 
the metal fabrication shop, anvils and forges sit next to laser cutters, 
CNC mills, press brakes, and other high-tech precision equipment. 

Hammerton’s artisan glass shop is one of the largest in the U.S., produc-
ing more than three tons of blown, cast, and kiln-fused glass each week. 

CRAFTSMANSHIP ROOTED IN NATURE

Unlike its early days, the company’s current lighting designs em-
phasize contemporary and modern styles in artisan glass as well 
as a wide range of other materials.  Hammerton’s aesthetic, howev-
er, is still firmly rooted in the natural world. 

“Nature is the foundation of great design,” says Levi, who is the 
company’s VP of Design. “Biophilia is the hip new term used today, 
but the concept has been around for centuries. Filigree is a great 
example of this. Art Nouveau and Art Deco are also splendid exam-
ples of nature-inspired design.”

“Much of our design work these days explores the relationship be-
tween nature and science,” adds Levi. “It’s often expressed through 
a symbiosis of organic and geometric design.” 

Levi has an exceptional ability to translate ideas from conversa-
tions with interior designers and homeowners into freehand tech-
nical sketches drawn precisely to scale, in beautiful proportion and 
perfect symmetry. Hammerton product designers, engineers, and 
artisans then bring those concepts to life.

HAMMERTON ARTISANAL ILLUMINATION: 
WORLD-CLASS L IGHTING  |   CRAFTED LOCALLY IN  UTAH

CUSTOM-WORK SUITED FOR RESORT MARKETS

What makes Hammerton particularly relevant to resort markets like Park City is its deep ex-
pertise in custom design and manufacturing. “Custom work represents a significant portion 
of our residential business,” says Paul Verbecky, General Manager of the Hammerton Signa-
ture brand. “Off-the-shelf lighting is typically too diminutive in scale for Park City homes. Most 
decorative lighting is manufactured offshore, so fixtures are deliberately smaller in scale to 
minimize material and freight costs.”

The standard industry definition for custom lighting assumes a limited choice of finishes, 
shade colors, and rod lengths. Hammerton’s definition is  “anything is possible”. Fifty percent 
of the company’s production involves some level of custom design, from modification in size, 
shape, and scale to customer-specified materials. About ten percent of production includes 
one-off designs created from scratch. 

Installation is another important aspect of custom lighting that makes Hammerton uniquely 
suited for Park City homes. Exposed beams, sloped ceilings, and distinctive features such as 
open stairwells and stunning window views are common in luxury mountain markets. 

“If you’ve ever tried to hang a light that is not designed to have the canopy mounted on a 
sloped ceiling or a narrow beam, it can be a nightmare,” explains Paul. “Determining fixture 
scale, drop, canopy size, and position for large entries and custom stairwells is also a huge 
challenge. These are just a few reasons why custom lighting is ideal for the Park City home.

“MUCH OF OUR DESIGN 
WORK THESE DAYS 
EXPLORES THE RELATION-
SHIP BETWEEN 
NATURE AND SCIENCE. 
IT’S OFTEN EXPRESSED 
THROUGH A SYMBIOSIS 
OF ORGANIC AND 
GEOMETRIC DESIGN.” 

–Levi Wilson, Co-founder, Hammerton 



“TOURING 
HAMMERTON 
IS A MAGICAL 
EXPERIENCE. 

IT’S A LITTLE LIKE 
DISNEYLAND, WITH 

SPARKS FLYING.”
–Paul Verbecky, General Manager, Hammerton 

DESIGN PARTNERS

Hammerton offers two brands for residential lighting applica-
tions: Hammerton Studio and Hammerton Signature. Fixtures 
from each brand can be ordered with a wide choice of op-
tions, or they can be used as jumping-off points for a more 
involved custom design. Hammerton processes between 
100 and 150 custom quotes per week, which translates into 
thousands of custom manufactured pieces each year. 

The engine behind this design horsepower is a talented 
team of industrial designers and engineers who make up 
nearly 20% of Hammerton’s workforce. Each individual un-
derstands the complexities of manufacturing products to 
meet a unique set of aesthetic and functional requirements. 

Hammerton’s most popular lighting designs make innova-
tive use of lighting technology to seamlessly blend aes-
thetics and function. The iconic Gem collection features 
an asymmetrical shade design in thick, hand-blown glass 
that’s lit internally with an LED chip. Eliminating the pres-
ence of a functional filament bulb showcases the artisanal 
glass as the focal point. The “Gem” shade becomes the 
bulb itself, elevating the entire fixture to a work of art.  

“Hammerton dispels several myths about custom lighting,” 
Paul says. “In fact, custom lighting doesn’t have to take 
several months, it doesn’t have to be prohibitively expen-
sive, and you don’t have to be a lighting expert to be as-
sured that you’ll get what you want.”

Hammerton bridges the design gap by providing consult-
ing services to bring a client’s vision to life, taking into ac-
count all design requirements. When a client approves a 
specification drawing, they understand exactly what the 
fixture will look like, how it will illuminate its space, how 
much it will cost, and how long it will take to manufacture.  
Most custom orders ship in less than ten weeks.

Park City clients have the added advantage of visiting Ham-
merton’s Salt Lake City facility for a manufacturing tour and 
a design consultation. Customers are often inspired by their 
visits and are able to see new potential for their lighting 
projects in the creative environment of Hammerton’s shop. 

“Touring Hammerton is a magical experience,” says Paul. 
“It’s a little like Disneyland, with sparks flying.”

To learn more about Hammerton, visit hammerton.com or call 801.973.8095.


