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Barns from surrounding Rocky Mountain 
ranches inspired the exterior’s material 
choices including reclaimed barn wood, 
board-formed concrete, large pane glass 
and standing-seam metal siding. Shifting 
gable forms are arranged to maximize front-
to-back lake views. 

OPPOSITE: Waterfront views flood the 
dining room, where carved-wood pendant 
lights hang above an ebony-stained mango 
wood table with chrome legs. Navy velvet 
chairs surround the modern piece.
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In Park City, a boldly remodeled home delivers comfort 
and lakefront livability to an outdoorsy family of four. 
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ABOVE: Facing the lake, the home’s 
outdoor living areas include a dining 
spot, lounge space and a fire pit 
terrace, each on separate elevations. 
Convenient built-in benches flank 
the large raised fire pit. Oversized 
umbrellas provide abundant shade 
without obstructing lake views.

TOP LEFT: A bridge crosses the 
second floor, adding a theatrical 
element that overlooks the open 
interior spaces below.

BOTTOM LEFT: A pivoting barn-
wood door opens into the house. The 
double-height entry, washed in natural 
light, showcases the owners’ extensive 
contemporary art collection. 
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JJason and Allison Dittmer are devoted 

to nature. Twenty-five years ago, the 

two met at an outdoor education school 

in Wyoming. Today, Jason manages 

The Mountain Guides—a service that 

takes people into the backcountry for 

climbing, skiing and mountaineering 

adventures. When the couple moved 

12 years ago, they chose Utah so 

they could raise their two boys in the 

outdoor recreation playground that is 

Park City. It seems only natural that the 

family now lives on a lake surrounded 

by majestic mountains.

Their home is located on Lake Mary 

Michael, a 17-acre, man-made lake fed 

from mountain runoff near The Can-

yons Resort. “We were renting in this 

neighborhood and just fell in love with 

it,” says Jason. “When a house came 

on the market, we spent an evening on 

the patio and watched the sun set. We 

looked at each other and said, ‘This 

has potential.’” 

The couple bought the house, intend-

ing to replace it with a new home for 

their growing family. But the existing 

house had been built in 1982, and rules 

for building near a body of water have 

changed significantly since then. The 

county’s guidelines mandated that the 

home’s footprint could not be changed, 

so Jason and Allison decided to remodel 

the dwelling rather than replace it. 

From the beginning, the Dittmers 

wanted a contemporary, low-mainte-
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A double-sided fireplace separates 
the dining room from the living 
room. Hickory-plank stairs, steel 
railings and barn-wood walls 
add warmth to the staircase that 
connects the home’s three levels.
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nance home that celebrated the site. 

“We wanted a kid- and animal-friendly 

space,” says Allison. “And we wanted the 

lake-facing doors to be able to stay open 

so people can go in and out easily.”

The couple hired Sarah Broughton 

and John Rowland, founding partners 

of the Colorado-based architectural 

firm Rowland + Broughton. “We had 

known them for years, and we skied 

together when we were living in Aspen, 

so they knew us and our style,” Allison 

explains. “They designed my mom’s 

house,” adds Jason. “So we told them 

what we were thinking, and then let 

them take it from there.” 

For starters, the home’s modern 

architecture needed to integrate into the 

established community. “We designed a 

gabled house that we felt was an appro-

priate form for the neighborhood,” says 

Broughton, principal. “The collection 

of shifting gable volumes opens up on 

the corners, so every room has a view 

of the lake.” Because this active family 

includes young children and dogs, low-

maintenance materials were critical to 

the design. “We used materials that get 

better with age and deliberately blurred 

the line between the inside and outside,” 

says Broughton. “They also had some in-

teresting art, so we made sure the home 

had spacious walls to display that art.” 

The 5,500-square-foot home features 

four bedrooms, five-and-a-half bath-

rooms and a custom indoor rock-climb-

ing gym. Barn doors and walls fashioned 

from reclaimed barn wood nod to the 

historic ranch homes in the area, while 



ABOVE: A low ceiling helps create a cozy 
feel in the sunny kitchen, featuring walnut 
cabinets, steel hardware and Caesarstone 
countertops. Durable porcelain tile clads 
the entire first-level floor and extends to 
the outdoor kitchen area, blurring the line 
between interior and exterior spaces. 

TOP RIGHT: The kitchen opens to views 
and an outdoor dining area that features a 
fire pit and built-in benches. Board-formed 
concrete walls accent the horizontal barn 
wood on the house.

BOTTOM RIGHT:  A bank of bi-fold 
windows and bi-fold doors face the lake. 
They open from the indoor kitchen to the 
outdoor cooking area. Caesarstone tops 
the counters inside and out, so kids of all 
ages can easily grab an ice cream cone.
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multi-sliding glass doors and a dual-sided 

fireplace help expand the home’s volume 

and relationship to its environment. 

To create a seamless indoor/outdoor 

experience, the team used the same tiles 

on the first-level floor as on the back 

patio. “We used a neutral color palette 

and introduced patterns inspired by 

the Dittmers’ travels,” says Kate Binger, 

interior designer, Dwelling. “The goal 

was to create a family-friendly home 

that can wear well with lots of traffic and 

simultaneously exhibit their unique and 

outstanding art collection.”

Extensive exterior site design was key 

to help root the architecture to the scenic 

spot. The Dittmers enlisted Jayson King, 

principal at Landform Design Group, to 

design the entry walls, driveway, outdoor 

living spaces, retaining walls, landscape 

areas and a garden space. 

The back of the home overlooks the 

lake and the front faces the neighbor-

hood with an entry door that is almost 

a full story higher than the driveway. 

“Because the elevation of the front door 

is so much higher than the street, we 

wanted to use the entry as an oppor-

tunity to create an experience for the 

home,” King says. “Given the dramatic 

elevation, the entry stairs could be 

daunting and uninviting, but with the 

use of architectural walls, raised plant-

ers, focal pots and planting areas, the 

entry becomes not only inviting, but 

visually interesting and intriguing from 

all angles.” 

Diving into the project was easy for all 

involved. “This remodel was a huge suc-

cess because of the relationships between 

the professional team and phenomenal 

clients,” says Richard Christensen, 

project manager, Magleby Construction. 

“Everyone that worked on the project was 

proud of the end result and it shows.”

The new home embodies all the Dit-

tmers hold dear. “We love how everything 

is durable, eco-friendly and natural,” says 

Jason. “It celebrates our love for nature, 

friends and family.”  

The double-sided fireplace is 
clad in cementitious plaster 
and is centrally located 
between the dining and living 
room areas. 

The living room is open visually to 
the dining room but separated by a 
double-sided fireplace. A lower ceiling 
adds intimacy. The Peruvian-inspired 
fabric woven on the lounge chairs 
launched the design for this room, as it 
reminded the Dittmers of their travels. 
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•	 Think about your outdoor areas just 
as you would the interior of your 
home and design useful spaces that 
suit your lifestyle.

•	 Add an element of fire to bring 
people together, whether you want 
to feature it in a secluded and private 
space or place it in a main area that 
attracts large gatherings.

•	 Select furniture that fosters your 
lifestyle, facilitates conversation and 
frames views. 

•	 Tailor the color palette to accent 
each individual space. For example, 
King chose the back patio’s blue 
cushions to reflect the color of the 
nearby lake.

•	 Consider your plantings carefully, 
and choose varieties of plant 
materials that add color, texture 
and seasonal interest across the 
landscape.

•	 Plant ground covers to minimize 
weeding and maintenance, as well 
as to add color, texture and blooms 
that complement surrounding plant 
materials.

INSIDER TIPS ON 
OUTDOOR LIVING
Jayson King, principal at Landform 
Design Group, offers advice on making 
the most of outdoor spaces.


